Roy Cooper, Governor
State of North Carolina

GOVERNOR ROY COOPER’S OBJECTIONS AND VETO MESSAGE:

House Bill 205 AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
ACT RELATING TO PRISONERS AND TO THE REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION
REGARDING NEWSPRINT EMPLOYEES; TO MODERNIZE PUBLICATION OF LEGAL
ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES; TO ALLOW GUILFORD COUNTY AND ANY
MUNICIPALITY IN GUILFORD COUNTY TO USE ELECTRONIC MEANS TO PROVIDE
PUBLIC NOTICE IN LIEU OF PUBLICATION; AND TO ALLOW GUILFORD COUNTY
TO OPT TO POST LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES ON THE COUNTY WEB
SITE FOR A FEE WITH MONIES COLLECTED TO BE USED FOR LOCAL
SUPPLEMENTS FOR TEACHER SALARY AND OTHER COUNTY NEEDS.

Included in this legislation is an important change to the Prison Industry Enhancement Program
that I do support. I urge the legislature to address that separately and I will sign it.

However, time and again, this legislature has used the levers of big government to attack
important institutions in our state who may disagree with them from time to time.
Unfortunately, this legislation is another example of that misguided philosophy meant to
specifically threaten and harm the media. Legislation that enacts retribution on the media
threatens a free and open press, which is fundamental to our democracy.

Therefore, I veto the bill.

Roy Coopér
Governor

The bill, having been vetoed, is returned to the Clerk of the North Carolina House of
Representatives on this | H:h day of July, 2017, at 8" \q‘ ?M for reconsideration by
that body.

The Capitol Building, Raleigh, NC 27602
Mail: 20301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-0301
Phone: (919)814-2100 DECEIVER

g:IQPM

s Al




