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Short Title:  Require Drug Testing/Work First Benefits. (Public)

Sponsors:

Referred to:

April 4, 2013

A BILL TO BEENTITLED
AN ACT TO REQUIRE DRUG SCREENING FOR APPLICANTS FOR AND RECIPIENTS
OF WORK FIRST PROGRAM ASSISTANCE.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. G.S. 108A-29.1 reads as rewritten:
"8 108A-29.1. Substance-abuse-treatmentrequired;-grug-Drug testing required for Work

Flrst Program appllcants and reC|p|ents

Department shaII requwe a druq test to screen each appllcant for or reC|p|ent of Work Flrst
Program assistance. The cost of the drug testing is the responsibility of the individual tested.
The Department shall provide notice of drug testing to each applicant or recipient. The notice
shall advise the applicant or recipient that drug testing will be conducted as a condition of
receiving Work First Program assistance, and that the results of the drug tests will remain
confidential and will not be released to law enforcement. The applicant or recipient shall be
advised that the required drug testing may be avoided if the applicant or recipient does not
apply for Work First Program assistance. Dependent children under the age of 18 are exempt
from the requirements of this section. The Department shall require the following:
(1) That for two-parent households, both parents comply with the drug-testing
requirement.
(2)  That any teen parent who is emancipated pursuant to Article 35 of Chapter
7B of the General Statutes comply with the drug-testing requirement.
(3)  That each applicant or recipient be advised before testing that he or she may
inform the agent administering the test of any prescription or
over-the-counter medication he or she is taking.
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(4) That each applicant or recipient being tested to sign a written
acknowledgement that he or she has received and understood the notice and
advice provided under this subsection.

(5)  That each applicant or recipient who fails a drug test understands that he or

she has the nqht to take one or more additional tests

fepmedmal—asststaneeFor an appllcant or current reC|p|ent who tests neqatlve for controlled
substances, the Department shall increase the amount of the initial Work First Program
assistance by the amount paid by the applicant or recipient for the drug testing. An applicant or
recipient who tests positive for controlled substances as a result of a drug test required under
this section is ineligible to receive Work First Program assistance for one year from the date of
the positive drug test except as provided in subsection (b1) of this section. The individual may
reapply after one year. However, if the individual has any subsequent positive drug tests, the
individual shall be ineligible for benefits for three years from the date of the subsequent
positive drug test unless the individual reapplies pursuant to subsection (b1) of this section.

(b1) An applicant or recipient deemed ineligible may reapply for Work First Program
assistance if the individual can document the successful completion of a substance abuse
treatment program offered by a provider under subsection () of this section and licensed by the
Department. The applicant or recipient who reapplies for Work First Program assistance after
completion of a substance abuse program shall pass a drug test. The cost of any drug testing
and substance abuse program provided under this subsection shall be the responsibility of the
applicant or recipient being tested and receiving treatment. An applicant or recipient who
reapplies for Work First Program assistance pursuant to this subsection may reapply one time

only.
(©) The children of any applicant or current recipient shall remain eligible for benefits,

and these benefits shaII be pald toa protectlve payee pursuant to G.S. 108A 38.

unavaHableThe Social Serwces Commlssmn shall adopt rules pertalnlnq to the testlnq of
applicants and recipients under this section.

(e Area mental health authorities organized pursuant to Article 4 of Chapter 122C of
the General Statutes shaII be respon5|ble for admlnlsterlng the provmons of this sectlon

SECTION 1.1. The Department of Health and Human Services shall report to the
General Assembly no later than July 1, 2014, on the implementation of this act.
SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law.
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