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AN ACT TO EXEMPT THE USE OF ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES FOR BEACH 
DRIVING FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE 
REGULATION. 

 
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

 
SECTION 1.  G.S. 20-171.22 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 20-171.22.  Exceptions. 
(a) The provisions of this Part do not apply to any owner, operator, lessor, or 

renter of a farm or ranch, or that person's employees or immediate family or household 
members, when operating an all-terrain vehicle while engaged in farming operations. 

(b) The provisions of this Part do not apply to any person using an all-terrain 
vehicle for hunting or trapping purposes if the person is otherwise lawfully engaged in 
those activities. 

(c) The provisions of G.S. 20-171.19(a) do not apply to any person 16 years of 
age or older if the person is otherwise lawfully using the all-terrain vehicle on any ocean 
beach area where such vehicles are allowed by law. As used in this subsection, "ocean 
beach area" means the area adjacent to the ocean and ocean inlets that is subject to 
public trust rights. Natural indicators of the landward extent of the ocean beaches 
include, but are not limited to, the first line of stable, natural vegetation; the toe of the 
frontal dune; and the storm trash line." 

SECTION 2.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 7th day of July, 

2008. 
 
 
 s/  Beverly E. Perdue 
  President of the Senate 
 
 
 s/  Joe Hackney 
  Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 
 
 s/  Michael F. Easley 
  Governor 
 
 
Approved 12:41 p.m. this 11th day of July, 2008 


