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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 
AN ACT TO MAKE IT UNLAWFUL TO DRIVE AWAY FROM OR OTHERWISE 2 

LEAVE THE SCENE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT IN CERTAIN 3 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 4 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 5 
SECTION 1.  G.S. 20-166 is amended by adding four new subsections to 6 

read: 7 
"(c3) A person who was the driver of or a passenger in a motor vehicle when the 8 

vehicle was involved in an accident, who knows or has reason to know that the vehicle 9 
was involved in an accident that results in damage to property of one thousand dollars 10 
($1,000) or more, and who drives a motor vehicle away from, or otherwise leaves, the 11 
scene of the accident prior to the completion of the investigation of the accident by a 12 
law enforcement officer or without the consent of a law enforcement officer, except for 13 
the purpose of calling for a law enforcement officer or for medical assistance, shall be 14 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 15 

(c4) A person who was the driver of or a passenger in a motor vehicle when the 16 
vehicle was involved in an accident, who knows or has reason to know that the vehicle 17 
was involved in an accident that results in personal injury or death to another person, 18 
and who drives a motor vehicle away from, or otherwise leaves, the scene of the 19 
accident prior to the completion of the investigation of the accident by a law 20 
enforcement officer or without the consent of a law enforcement officer, except for the 21 
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purpose of calling for a law enforcement officer or for medical assistance, shall be 1 
guilty of a Class H felony. 2 

(c5) A driver of a motor vehicle that was involved in an accident who knows or 3 
has reason to know that the vehicle was involved in an accident that results in damage to 4 
property of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more and who allows, consents to, agrees 5 
to, or acquiesces in the removal of that vehicle from the scene of the accident prior to 6 
the completion of the investigation of the accident by a law enforcement officer or 7 
without the consent of a law enforcement officer, except for the purpose of calling for a 8 
law enforcement officer or for medical assistance, shall be guilty of a Class 1 9 
misdemeanor. 10 

(c6) A driver of a motor vehicle that was involved in an accident who knows or 11 
has reason to know that the vehicle was involved in an accident that results in personal 12 
injury or death to another person and who allows, consents to, agrees to, or acquiesces 13 
in the removal of that vehicle from the scene of the accident prior to the completion of 14 
the investigation of the accident by a law enforcement officer or without the consent of 15 
a law enforcement officer, except for the purpose of calling for a law enforcement 16 
officer or for medical assistance, shall be guilty of a Class H felony." 17 

SECTION 2.  This act becomes effective December 1, 2005, and applies to 18 
offenses committed on or after that date. 19 


