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AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DISPOSITIONAL HEARING OF A JUVENILE WHO 
IS IN RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT BE HELD IN THE COUNTY IN WHICH 
THE JUVENILE IS RECEIVING TREATMENT. 

 
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

 
SECTION 1.  G.S. 7B-1800 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 7B-1800.  Venue. 
(a) A proceeding in which a juvenile is alleged to be delinquent or undisciplined 

shall be commenced and adjudicated in the district in which the offense is alleged to 
have occurred. When a proceeding is commenced in a district other than that of the 
juvenile's residence, the court shall proceed to adjudication in that district. district and, 
if the juvenile is in residential treatment or foster care in that district, the court shall 
conduct the dispositional hearing in that district as well, unless the judge enters an 
order, supported by findings of fact, that a transfer would serve the ends of justice or is 
in the best interests of the juvenile.  

(b) After Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, after adjudication, 
the following procedures shall be available to the court: 

(1) The court may transfer the proceeding to the court in the district where 
the juvenile resides for disposition. 

(2) Where the proceeding is not transferred under subdivision (1) of this 
section, the court shall immediately notify the chief district court judge 
in the district in which the juvenile resides. If the chief district court 
judge requests a transfer within five days after receipt of notification, 
the court shall transfer the proceeding. 

(3) Where the proceeding is not transferred under subdivision (1) or (2) of 
this section, the court, upon motion of the juvenile, shall transfer the 
proceeding to the court in the district where the juvenile resides for 
disposition. The court shall advise the juvenile of the juvenile's right to 
transfer under this section." 
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SECTION 2.  This act becomes effective October 1, 2004, and applies to 
hearings conducted on or after that date. 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 16th day of 
July, 2004. 
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