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AN ACT RELATING TO PUNISHMENT FOR RAPES COMMITTED PRIOR TO THE 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHAPTER 1201, SESSION LAWS OF 1973. 

 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

 

Section 1.  The provisions of G.S. 14-21, as rewritten by Section 2 of Chapter 1201 

of the Session Laws of 1973, shall apply in all trials hereafter conducted for rapes committed 

after January 18, 1973, and prior to April 8, 1974, the effective date of Chapter 1201, Session 

Laws of 1973. 

Sec. 2.  (a) In cases in which the defendant has been convicted of a rape committed 

after January 18, 1973, and prior to April 8, 1974, and the verdict and sentence of death are or 

have been sustained on appeal, the defendant may apply once to the judge presiding at the rape 

trial resulting in the sentence of death, or, if said judge is unavailable, to a resident superior 

court judge of the judicial district in which said rape trial was held, to determine whether the 

defendant could have been punished by death had the rape been committed by him after the 

ratification of Chapter 1201, Session Laws of 1973. 

(b) Said judge shall review a certified transcript of the evidence presented at trial (or if 

such transcript is not available, the record on appeal), make such independent investigation as 

he deems necessary to determine the age of the defendant or of the rape victim, and hear 

arguments or accept briefs in behalf of the defendant and the State. 

(c) Thereupon, the judge shall determine the following question: 

Is the evidence presented at the defendant's trial, plus additional evidence of the age of the 

defendant or the age of the rape victim, sufficient to submit the defendant's case to a jury on the 

charge of first degree rape as defined by G.S. 14-21(a), had the date of the rape been after April 

8, 1974? 

(d) If the question is answered in the affirmative, the defendant shall remain subject to 

the sentence of death. If the question is answered in the negative, the judge shall forthwith 

schedule a hearing for the presentation of evidence relative to resentencing the defendant; after 

the hearing, the sentence of death for rape previously imposed shall be vacated, and the 

defendant shall be resentenced as if he had been convicted of second degree rape for a rape 

committed after April 8, 1974. 

(e) There shall be no right of appeal from the determination of the judge, but the 

Supreme Court of North Carolina may, upon petition for certiorari, allow review of said 

determination. 

(f) In cases of resentencing, the defendant shall be allowed credit for time spent in 

custody awaiting the execution of the sentence of death. 

Sec. 3.  An indigent person under sentence of death for a rape committed after 

January 18, 1973, and before April 8, 1974, shall be entitled to counsel in making one 

application under this act for each such sentence of death, if he is otherwise entitled under 

Article 36 of Chapter 7A of the General Statutes of North Carolina. 

Sec. 4.  This act shall become effective upon ratification. 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 24th day of June, 

1975. 


